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Briefs

ampus
CC
alendar

Tues
3.31

4 p.m., Protest for
Injustice:
Stronger
Sentence for Taylor
Jerrod
Pederson,
Veteran’s Memorial
Bridge

4:30 p.m., Hiroshima
Peace studies tour
informational meeting,
HA 325
7:30
p.m.,
The
Collaborations, Hansen
Theatre
9 p.m., Honesty Hour,
CMU 101

Wed
4.1

5 p.m., “What is
Activism?” Red Raven

No classes today

Mon
4.6

No classes today
7 p.m., Planetarium
Show “Sun Struck,”
BR 167

Tues
4.7

6 p.m., Affinity Plus
estate planning seminar,
Courtyard by Mariott,
Moorhead

Wed
4.8

11:45 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.,
Global Innovation:
Business in China and
Latin America, Center
for Business
7 p.m., 2015 QuadCollege Lavender
Graduation, Pride
Collective and
Community Center

7 p.m. Religious
Studies Speaker Series,
LH 118

of Leadership &
Organizations, CMU
227

4:30 p.m., Hiroshima
Peace studies tour
informational meeting,
HA 325

Fri
4.3

6, 9 p.m., “The Hobbit:
Battle of the 5 armies”
viewing, LH 104

Thur 3:30 p.m., Open forum
4.2
for Assistant Director

3.31-4.13

Sat
4.11

4 p.m., Celebration
of Nations, CMU
Ballroom

Students are invited to attend Student
Senate meetings Thursdays at 6 p.m. in
CMU 205.

Security
Update

3.7:

• Noise complaint outside Dahl,
warning given to three.

3.8:

• Suspicious people in Nemzek,
two non-students escorted out
of building.

3.11:

• Computer misuse in library, one
male escorted from campus.

3.14:

3.6-3.24
• Vandalism in West Snarr.
• Criminal damage to property
in Holmquist, Moorhead PD
responded.

3.17:

• Weapons on 6th Ave S/17th St.
S., one referred to OSCAR.

3.19:

• Suspicious person outside
library,
Moorhead
PD
transported one female to detox.

Safety Tip of the Week

To report a problem, contact Public Safety at 218-477-2449.

With temperatures on the rise, we are tempted to sleep with
windows open. To safeguard from someone entering through a
window, try using a window blocker (a hard metal or wooden
stopper), so the window can only be opened a certain amount.

Advocate
The

The Advocate is published weekly during
the academic year, except during final
examination and vacation periods. It serves
as a voice for students and an outlet for
information important to them.
Opinions expressed in The Advocate
are not necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor. They should be typed and must
include the writer’s name, signature, address,
phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Friday and can be sent to MSUM Box 130,
dropped off at The Advocate office in CMU
Room 110 or emailed to us at advocate@
mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves the
right to edit letters and refuse publication
of letters omitting requested information. It
does not guarantee the publication of any
letter.

Minnesota State University Moorhead
Box 130 Moorhead, MN 56563
Comstock Memorial Union Room 110
Advertising: 218-477-2365
advocate@mnstate.edu
www.msumadvocate.com

The Advocate is prepared for publication
by Minnesota State University Moorhead
students and is printed by Davon Press, West
Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2015, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for
talented writers, photographers, columnists
and illustrators.
Contact the editor for more information or
attend staff meetings on Sunday evenings.
Josie Gereszek, editor-in-cheif
Marie Veillette, assistant editor
Ethan DeGree, photo editor
Kristin Miller, opinion editor
Samantha Stark, features editor
Ellen Rossow, A&E editor
Thor Thompson, sports editor
Zana Pommier, copy editor
Carrie Thayer, copy editor
Cameron Seibold, online editor
Robert Plemel, business manager

MSUM Briefs

Information meeting for the
Spring 2016 Hiroshima Peace
Studies Tour
The Hiroshima Peace Studies
Tour is a LASC 8 (Global
Studies) three credit course
that will be offered Spring
2016. Come find out more
about the tour on either of these
dates: Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. in
Hagen 325 or April 2, 4:30 p.m.
in Hagen 325.
A brief presentation regarding
the trip will be given, followed
by a question/answer session.
Course description: The
only nuclear weapons ever
used in war were dropped
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki
in August 1945. After pretrip preparatory meetings to
lay scientific, historical and
cultural foundations, the class
will travel to Hiroshima, Japan
during Spring Break 2016.
The class will visit the Peace
Park and Peace Museum. Talks
by scholars from Hiroshima
University on peace studies

topics will be presented. The
rich culture of Japan will also
be discussed through visits to
historical and cultural sites,
such as Hiroshima Castle and
the island of Miyajima.

Carl Oltvedt exhibiting “A
Delicate Balance” at the
Groveland Annex
Carl Oltvedt, faculty in
the School of Visual Arts, is
currently exhibiting “A Delicate
Balance” at the Groveland
Annex in Minneapolis. His
work was recently covered in
the Star Tribune.
This exhibition reflects his
continued interest in working
directly from life. His intimate
relationship with his subjects –
whether they be the forest and
streams near the North Shore
or the landscapes of his favorite
Minneapolis parks – are
revealed through extraordinary
draftsmanship
and
small,
painterly brush strokes. His
careful
observations
are

depicted
with
thoughtful
details: dappled sunlight on a
park bench; a young woman
bent over pooled water, the
rosey sunset reflected beneath
her; spongy moss growing on
a fallen tree. The show is on
display until April 18, 2015.
Protest against lax sentence
for convicted rapist today
Taylor
Jerrod
Pederson
pleaded guilty to raping a
young MSUM student after a
sorority formal dance. Despite
having admitted to the act,
he does not have to register
as a sex offender, and is only
getting one year probation for
raping a woman.
Pederson
is
currently
attending graduate school in
Mankato.
Students are encouraged
to let their voices be heard
regarding the sentence.
The protest takes place at
the Veteran’s Memorial Bridge
beginning at 4 p.m.

World News
Pilot: ‘Everyone Will Know My
Name’
The German daily Bild is
reporting Andreas Lubitz, the copilot believed to have deliberately
crashed an airliner, killing 150
people, told his girlfriend he
was planning a major act so
“everyone will know my name.”
The woman, a flight attendant,
was given the pseudonym of
Maria W. by the paper, and said
she was in a relationship with
Lubitz in 2014. “When I heard
about the crash, I remembered a
sentence ... he said: ‘One day I’ll
do something that will change the
system, and then everyone will
know my name and remember
it,’” the woman told the paper.
She also said, “He never talked
much about his illness, only that
he was in psychiatric treatment,”
and that they broke up because
she became afraid of him.
Bill Clinton Gave Romney
Debate Advice
When Mitt Romney appeared
at the annual Clinton Global
Initiative in 2012 in New York,
former President Bill Clinton
reportedly gave him advice
backstage about how to seem in
command while facing President
Obama in the upcoming debates.
The allegation comes in a long
profile in the New York Times

outlining concerns in the Clinton
camp about how to rein in the
former president’s mistakes,
which were seen as a handicap
for Hillary Clinton in the 2008
primaries.
Stanford
Investigating
Cheating Claims
The Associated Press reported
that officials at Stanford University
are investigating an “unusually
high” number of students
suspected of cheating during the
winter quarter. University Provost
John Etchemendy sent a letter
to faculty about the “troubling
allegations.” He emphasized
that all students agree to abide
by an honor code, but “with
the ease of technology and
widespread sharing that is now
part of a collaborative culture,
students need to recognize and
be reminded that it is dishonest to
appropriate the work of others.” In
the 2013-14 academic year alone,
83 students violated the honor
code, according to a university
spokesperson.
Roger Moore Denies Racist
Bond Comments
Former Bond actor Roger
Moore claimed comments he
made in a French magazine about
the potential for Idris Elba to
play James Bond, that many have

called racist, were mistranslated.
Moore, 87, tweeted, “An
interview I gave to Paris Match
implies I said something racist
about Idris Elba. That is simply
untrue,” along with the hashtag
#Lostintranslation. He added,
“When a journalist asks if ‘Bond
should be English’ and you agree,
then quotes you saying it about
Idris Elba, it’s out of context.”
Moore is quoted in the interview
in Paris Match as saying, “Though
James has been played by a Scot,
a Welshman, an Irishman, I think
he should be English-English. It’s
nonetheless an interesting idea,
but unrealistic. Some years ago, I
said that Cuba Gooding, Jr. would
make an excellent Bond, but it
was a joke!”
Tunis Museum Attack Suspect
Killed
Khaled Chaieb, also known as
Abou Sakhr Lokman, the leading
suspect in a museum attack on
foreign tourists, was killed in
anti-terrorist operations. He was
reportedly killed on Saturday
night in the Gafsa region near
Algeria. He was considered an
important member of al Qaeada’s
North African operations, and
was suspected of leading the
March 18 attack on the National
Bardo Museum. A total of 22
people were killed in the attack.

World and MSUM briefs from dailybeast.com, Dragon Digest and submissions to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Now Renting: Large Two-Bedroom Apartments
Now renting, large two-bedroom apartments within walking distance of campus. Heat and water paid.
No pets. Off-street parking or garages provided. $500-$550 per month. Summer rates starting in June, or
school year leases starting August. Call Jon at 218-790-4866 days for viewing.
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Don’t be a keyboard hero

BY ZANA POMMIER
pommierza@mnstate.edu

As an English major, I
appreciate the importance of using
good grammar. When it comes to
texting, however, I find the right
words, more than their usage,
more important. Most of the time,
I don’t need to text “Hey, what
time should I come over?” In fact,
just a simple “when?” suffices.
Don’t get me wrong. There’s a
time and place for good grammar,
even on Facebook. However, if
someone feels the need to post
“dayum im board,” the first
comment on their status will
be “Maybe you should use this
time to learn how to spell” along
with several others flaunting

their author’s knowledge of the
English language.
I acknowledge that sometimes
it’s difficult to suppress the
gnawing need to insert a comma
into an endless snake of a status.
The struggle is real. But when
it comes down to it, are you
really going to be rewarded a
golden keyboard for pointing out
someone else’s mistakes?
Text
is
more
like
a
conversation. Imagine you’re
chatting with a group of friends
and someone says, “She gave
us so much homework, and I
stayed up until three last night!”
You wouldn’t stop them to say,
“Whoa. You really should’ve
broken that into two sentences,”
and receive applause and praise
from everyone around you. No,
instead, you’ve made yourself
look like the idiot.
It’s important to realize
someone’s bad grammar is a
reflection of who they are, almost
as much as your needlessly
triumphant commentary is a
reflection of you. Sorry to shoot
down your uninvited pride, but
if you believe your calling in
life is demonstrating language
superiority on Facebook, you
need a new hobby.

In addition, keeping formalities
in texts constantly creates
misunderstandings. Sometimes
the
receiver
knitpicks
at
punctuation,
assuming
the
sender has hidden meanings.
When texting is the primary
communication between people,
every little detail seems to have
significance. For example, periods
are the real anger-inducing dealbreaker. When periods are used
repeatedly, people interpret it as
anger.
For example, suppose a boy
and girl are in a long-distance
relationship. The boy texts his
girlfriend and says, “I think we
should skype later.” The girl may
respond with, “What the hell?
What does that period mean?
Does he want to talk about
something serious? Is he going to
break up with me?”
Instead of keeping proper
English and ending every
statement with a period, it may be
best to text exactly what you feel.
Most of the time, I find keeping
texts short and humorous is the
best way to go. After all, I don’t
want to be attacked for having
proper English, almost as much
as I don’t want to attack someone
else for lacking it.

Opinion

Interested in being a columnist or cartoonist?
The Advocate wants you!
Contact Kristin at
millerkr@mnstate.edu

The opinions expressed in The Advocate
are not necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor
and any submissions. They should be typed
and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or
occupation and any affiliations. Letters are
due by 5 p.m. Friday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130, dropped off in The Advocate
office or emailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Fashion shapes culture, identity

BY KIT MURRAY
murrayki@mnstate.edu

The alarm goes off, and after
hopping out of bed to shower,
we come back to our closet and
examine our wardrobe. Endless
patterns take over the room while
we sort through sweaters and
pants, trying desperately to make
an outfit in our heads.

These
items
are
a
representation of what we find
interesting and what sparks an
interest to our personalities. They
are a reflection of ourselves and
a way for us to portray to others
who and what we stand for.
Every day, everywhere, we are
making statements. The shoes on
the soles of our feet, the mittens
we wear, the way our hair is
blowing in the atrocious wind.
Each of these characteristics
helps develop our fashion
statement. Fashion, to me, is
simply a way of identifying
myself.
What began my interest in
fashion was my mother’s sewing
patterns. With just a machine
and a few bits of fabric, clothing
was made in front of me. I never
thought anything more magical
could happen.
What keeps my interest now

is how we decide what to clothe
ourselves in and how it makes
us feel. Working in retail, I’ve
always come across people
who are buying a new outfit for
graduation or for a special date
coming up.
Why do we do this? Perhaps we
do it to encourage self-assurance
and subconsciously remind
ourselves we are wonderful
human beings by dressing in nicer
clothes. Retail therapy insists
that we are able to heighten our
disposition by buying things.
New items, clothing especially,
have an effect on our mood and
influence how we act.
I asked sophomore business
major Paige Parks how she felt
about this idea.
“After I’ve bought a new outfit,
I feel confident when I wear it,
especially if it’s sassy. I usually
try to convince myself that I need

a new outfit for special occasions;
I love new clothes.”
It’s also evident we follow
trends because we are inspired
by others. A great example that
comes to mind is in Mean Girls,
when everyone copies Regina’s
holes in her white shirt, letting
colorful bras show through.
The idea’s repeated in
everyday life when items like
North Face jackets, Coach bags
and Ugg boots take over many of
our wardrobes.
Constantly, our eyes are
exposed
to
changing
or
reoccurring trends. Whether or
not we want to partake in those
trends is up to us. However, if we
do, it can easily reflect on how
easy it is for us to conform and
encourage them.
I also asked Micheli Vazquez,
sophomore cultural anthropology
major, how she felt about brands

and clothing styles to see what
she had to say.
“I love Urban Outfitters
because they have a big variety
of styles, and they have good
quality. I also love shopping
at thrift stores. I find so many
unique pieces there; both clothing
and jewelry. I really love to buy
clothes that make me feel good,
both mentally and physically. I
think it’s important to feel good
and confident in what you’re
wearing, as well as comfortable.”
Whether we dress for comfort,
style, propaganda or for a little
boost of confidence, what we
wear becomes a part of who we
are.
“Fashion is not something that
exists in dresses only. Fashion is
in the sky, in the street, fashion
has to do with ideas, the way we
live, what is happening.”
— Coco Chanel
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A&E

STEP AFRIKA!

Reviewer favorite from Fargo Film Festival:

“Kumiko, the
Treasure Hunter”
BY CHRISTOPHER SANCHEZ
sanchezch@mnstate.edu

celebrates history,
culture through dance
Step Afrika!’s Wednesday performance demonstrated traditional African dance.

BY CARRIE THAYER
thayerca@mnstate.edu

Before the lights went
down last Wednesday, Hansen
Theatre could have almost
been a lecture hall. The room
was filled with young adults,
half of them struggling to
balance a notebook on their
lap. But soon they would have
to put down the paper to clap
and shout as Step Afrika! took
to the stage.
The dance company was
founded in 1994 as a way to
celebrate the tradition of the
dance form called stepping.
Stepping mixes marching, tap,
traditional African dance and
gymnastics together to create
a percussive performance.
The dancers clap, snap and
stomp to create a polyrhythmic
beat.
The
art
was
created
and popularized by black
fraternities and sororities in
the 1900s. The rhythmic style
was started to foster a feeling
of pride and community
within the newly-formed
houses.
In the founding of Step
Afrika! the troupe set out to
educate audiences across the
world about the tradition,
while also giving the audience
an enjoyable show.
The
production
went
through
the
history
of
stepping and invited audience
participation by pitting two
dance groups against each
other.
This made the volunteer
stepping lesson that followed
seem less intimidating. The
audience cheered on their
braver counterparts as they
learned to walk and clap to
the instructed beat.
It didn’t hurt that there
were a few kids that got in
on the action. The younger
steppers, who seemed to
waver between closing their
eyes to concentrate on the
choreography and waving at
the audience, were particularly
amusing to the crowd.
For one of the participants,
getting up on stage wasn’t a
difficult decision.
“I stepped a bit in high
school and thought ‘why

not?’,” economics sophomore
Aba Boadu said. “I didn’t
think anyone would ever
come to Moorhead to [step],
so it was pretty amazing.”
From the jovial attempts at
the art form by the newbies,
the troupe transitioned into
a traditional African dance,
celebrating the foundation of
stepping. The audience dance
students were still sitting on
the stage, slack-jawed as one
of the dancers moved in a
series of circling kicks.
After that, one of the
members told of one of their
founders traveling to South
Africa and seeing a dance
style similar to stepping,
just including gum boots,
rain boots that miners wear
to protect their feet while
working. In utilizing the
rubbered fabric, the dancers
are able to create new sounds
by stomping and slapping the
boots.
By mixing the story of
stepping
with
traditional
African dance and modern

FACEBOOK

African variations, the troupe
taught the audience about
different facets of history
and how influence can grow
and be shared across diverse
groups.
While the performance
fulfilled
some
class
requirements,
even
the
notebook-toting
audience
members
enjoyed
the
performance.
Education
junior Karissa Gratton said
she would have attended even
without the class requirement.
"I saw the signs all over
campus, and I thought it might
be interesting," Gratton said.
Step Afrika! offers a $500
scholarship to 10 audience
members throughout their
tour. Further details, as well
as tryout schedules for joining
the group, are available at
stepafrika.org.
When it comes to the art of
stepping, Boadu would like to
see more of it at MSUM.
“It’s awesome, everyone
should come and watch it.
Spread the word,” Boadu said.

This month, the Fargo Film
Festival took the stage at the
Fargo Theatre. The five-day
festival was filled with events
celebrating film and screenings
of all genres. While the selection
was vast, this reviewer found
one film particularly memorable
— “Kumiko, the Treasure
Hunter.”
The film follows the story of
Kumiko (Rinko Kikuchi) and
her journey to find a hidden
treasure sure to change her life.
Kumiko is a lonely 29 year
old who hates her dead-end job
as a secretary, lives in a cramped
apartment with her pet rabbit
and is pretty much alienated
from the Japanese society she
lives in.
Lonely, envious of her coworkers and striving to impress
her
disapproving
mother,
Kumiko finds her only solace
in watching The Coen Brothers
classic “Fargo,” but she mistakes
the cult film for a documentary.
She thinks the scene in which
Steve Buscemi’s character
buries a suitcase full of money
in the snowy fields of Minnesota
is actually concrete. Her life
goal is to find that loot of cash.
To do it, she’ll wear out her VHS
tape by constantly playing back
and freezing the scene to get the
meticulous details she needs
using her own methods to make
a treasure map. She becomes a
sort of conquistador.
Kumiko takes a lengthy oneway from Tokyo to Minneapolis,
and treks throughout the state
of Minnesota. The film has
beautiful shots of Kumiko
trekking through the snow,
trying to find her way, and
having a few interesting
encounters with residents. From
a sweet old woman (Shirley
Venard) who welcomes her to
stay for the night, to a deputy
sheriff
(co-director
David
Zellner) who wants to help but
is unsure how, the interactions
between this Japanese woman
and the mid-western folks she
runs into along her journey add a
comedic aspect to this otherwise
dark film.

Throughout, the heroine
struggles to get to her destination,
while the audience wonders why
she would go through all this
trouble for something that is
really a sham. What makes her
believe “Fargo” is true?
The film also toys with
Kumiko’s sanity. Is she
mentally ill or just desperate?
It’s a testament to the talented
Kikuchi, who, despite being
stilted and quiet throughout, is
fascinating to watch because
her facial expressions say it
all. This is truly a case where
actions speak louder than words.
Director Zellner and his brother
Nathan had their work cut out for
them, but succeeded in creating
a strange yet beautiful odyssey
of a woman who doesn’t have
a lot going for her, but feels
like it’s her destiny to find this
fortune as a way out of a dreary
life of isolation and depression.
The irony of “Kumiko, the
Treasure Hunter” is similar
to “Fargo,” being supposedly
based on true events. “Kumiko,
The Treasure Hunter” is based
on an urban legend of a Japanese
woman who was found dead in
northern Minnesota. According
to the legend, she was also in
search of treasure because of
watching “Fargo” in the early
2000s.
While the story had potential
to be very sad, Zellner’s film is
darkly comedic. It even gets to
the point of becoming strangely
moving. The journey she goes
through, like the journey found
in “Fargo,” is an oddity itself,
and it’s no less compelling to
watch. The pacing of this film
is deliberate; it may test the
patience of some viewers, but
for those who are willing to go
with this challenging, haunting
and gorgeously-rendered yarn,
it will have its own gratifying
payoff.
“Kumiko,
the
Treasure
Hunter” was the closing film at
this year’s Fargo Film Festival,
and easily a favorite of the
event. The film was released
Mar. 18 in limited release, and
it’s quickly expanding in other
cities. Hopefully, the film will
be back to the Fargo Theatre
again sometime soon.

Fashion Sandals Available Now

FACEBOOK
Step Afrika! tours college campuses educating audiences about African history
and culture through dance.

Visit www.gliks.com to
find your nearest location
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Death Grips album a “jarring” change
BY CAMERON SEIBOLD
seiboldca@mnstate.edu

Death Grips’ relationship
with the general public has
been tumultuous and strange.
Whether they are leaking
their own album, getting
kicked off a major record
label, using a picture of their
drummer’s genitals as album
art, not showing up to their
own shows or notifying
fans of their breakup with a
scribbling on a napkin, the
group has had their fair share
of controversy.
Along with the breakup
was the announcement of a
final release that would serve
as the second part of the
double album “The Powers
that B.” But now that it’s been
released, and followed by the
announcement of a U.S. tour
in 2015, it seems they may
not have broken up after all.
So one begins to wonder
if anything they do is with
pure intentions, or if they are
becoming a group that thrives
on hype and controversy. That
being said, the second half of
their final double album “The
Powers that B,” titled “Jenny
Death” has finally arrived,
and while it could never
live up to the ludicrous and
unnecessary amount of hype
it’s gained over the past year’s
wait for its arrival (I thought
chants of “Jenny Death
when?” would never cease),
it’s a solid addition to Death
Grip’s discography, despite
the ever-rising amount of

controversy inflamed by the
band.
Whereas
the
band
previously relied heavily on
synthesized percussion and
noisy distorted samples of
just about anything, “Jenny”
seems to have a major focus
on live drums and even live
instruments, featuring Nick
Reinhart of Tera Melos on
guitar and Julian Imsdahl (a
friend of member Zach Hill)
on guitar and organ. These
new additions to the lineup
seem to have influenced the
sound of “Jenny Death” in a
major way, nearly splitting the
track list in two stylistically.
The album opens in a big,
heavy, violent way on the first
two tracks.
“I Break Mirrors With
My Face in the United
States” opens the floor with
a breakneck tempo and gritty,
dissonant synths supporting
MC Ride’s schizophrenic
lyrics. The second track,
“Inanimate Sensation,” is also
in a similar vein of previous
releases,
featuring
live
instrumentation, including
chain saw-sounding synthesis
and heavy-hitting vocals.
While it’s definitely the
heaviest album since “No
Love Deep Web” (the band’s
third album), it has some
songs that feel positively
uplifting (“On GP,” “Turned
Off,”
“Beyond Alive,”
“Centuries of Damn”). These
are tracks that mostly involve
the guitar work of guest
members. Personally, I don’t

think it’s a great fit. I enjoy it
when artists try new things,
and I’m glad they have, but
on some tracks it just doesn’t
work at all for an official
Death Grips LP.
If it weren’t for MC Ride
on vocals, “Beyond Alive”
simply wouldn’t sound like
the group in any way. If
anything it sounds like more
of a collaboration with the
guest members and MC Ride;
normally this would be fine,
but it just doesn’t sound like
an instrumental that should
feature the harsh vocals that
Ride typically offers. The
flow is off, and it simply
misses the mark.
What first attracted me
to Death Grips was their
approach to making music.
An extremely talented math
rock percussionist, a guy
with a laptop and a relatively
unknown hip-hop vocalist
just sounds so much more
interesting than the typical
two-guitars-and-a-drummer
setup that’s been the norm for
rock bands for more than 60
years. I appreciate trying new
things, but in my opinion
the collaboration with Nick
Reinhart and Julian Imsdahl
is just too jarring of a mashup for me to appreciate
completely.
That being said, the tracks
are still an interesting switchup to hear for big Death
Grips fans, and the songs
that resemble their previous
work are stronger and more
interesting than ever.

T H E L AU R I E J . LOV E L AN D S Y M P O S I U M P R E S E N T S

A P R E S E N TAT I O N B Y

J E S S I CA
VA L E N T I
APRIL 9, 5:30 PM | GREAT ROOM, MU
BOOK SIGNING FOR 45 MINUTES FOLLOWING PRESENTATION

fou nder of feministing.com and bestselling author
and co-author of The Pu r ity Myth and three other books
on feminism, p olitics and cu ltu re.

A&E

“Chappie,” though filled with
flashy visuals, lacks story

BELIEFNET.COM

“Chappie” discusses humankind through the story of a police droid that develops feelings.

BY LOUIS JOHNSON
johnsonlo@mnstate.edu

In
2009,
Neill
Blomkamp,
relatively unknown at the time,
released his directorial debut
“District 9.” The film proved to
be hugely popular and thrust the
South African animator into the
public eye. It was made on a budget
of $30 million and grossed $211
million at the box office. It was
considered a sleeper hit due to its
immense popularity despite the cast
and director being unknown, and
later was nominated for an Academy
Award.
But his second film, “Elysium,”
released in 2013, received lukewarm
reviews. The film threw into
question whether Blompkamp was
an exciting new director or just a
one-hit wonder.
Now, Blomkamp’s 2015 release
“Chappie” continues in that vein of
disappointment.
It’s a film about artificial
intelligence and follows a story line
in the near future where the police
force in South Africa has started
using robots in place of police
officers. The creator of the robot
discovers a way to create a new
AI that mimics human emotions
and consciousness. He then places
this AI in a damaged police robot,
who becomes Chappie, the titular
character of the movie.
While “Chappie” has all the pieces
of a great movie, it clumsily fumbles
with them and doesn’t know how to
piece itself together.
The movie has great visuals.
Blomkamp proves once again he
understands the nuance involved
in great CGI. By mixing them
with enough practical effects, the
CGI blend seamlessly with the onlocation footage on screen. He also
has a great understanding of visual

image. The sets are rich and the
characters’ costumes fantastic.
The themes of the movie are
intriguing, but Blomkamp never pulls
it together with his sloppy script.
While the actors give at least decent
performances, they fall as a result of
it. Characters often act irrationally
or will shift motivations simply for
plot convenience. For example, one
of the main characters is hostile to
Chappie at first. Yet, near the end
of the movie he decides he likes
Chappie with zero development in
the story to explain the shift.
The script is the movie’s Achilles
heel, and it takes the entire film
down. Only good ideas are in place,
but none of them are executed well.
Themes are introduced and dropped
quickly.
The movie suffers from a case
of “Spider Man 3” syndrome and
throws in way too many plot points
and characters, none of which have a
satisfying payoff. Themes of poverty,
crime, police brutality, childhood,
human nature, artificial intelligence
and human transcendence are all
introduced, but the movie doesn't
have anything memorable to say
about them.
“Chappie” has great ideas, but
once they are placed into the script,
the story intended to connect these
ideas feels weak. It ends up dragging
down the great cinematography and
effects.
Overall, the plot
is comical. It’s impossible to take
seriously. The characters are all
goofballs; none of them are wellrounded. Without any character
development, audience members
cannot find anything to invest in.
Despite boasting some great visual
effects, there is no real content to
“Chappie.” It’s just flashy imagery
tied together with a poor story that
thinks it’s more intelligent than it
really is.
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Annual AfterDark event gets students fired up for science
BY SAMANTHA STARK
starksa@mnstate.edu

Dragons AfterDark hosted their
annual Science Night Wednesday
in the Langseth Atrium and
Hagen Hall with the help of
volunteers from the Chemistry
and Biochemistry Club, Society of
Physics, Pre-Health Professionals,
Wild Life and Tri Beta.
The social experiment consisted
of chemistry and physics
activities and demonstrations,
homemade Dippin’ Dots, fire
bubbles, planetarium showings,
science BINGO, strawberry DNA
extraction, dissections and more.
“It’s slightly academic, but fun
at the same time,” chemistry and
biochemistry instructor, Shireen
Alemadi, who helps organize the
event each year, said. “I know
Dragons AfterDark always puts
on great events, and a lot of them
are fun and a way for students
to interact, but this adds a little
academic twist to it.”
Mitch Johnson, assistant director
of First Year Programs, started the
Science Night a few years ago
when he was a graduate student.
“He brought it up to me that he
was thinking of doing a Dragons
AfterDark event in the science
lab and was wondering if I could
help him to think of some ideas of
demos that can go on,” Alemadi
said. “Mitch kind of spearheaded
the idea, and I assisted with some
of the science stuff.”
The experiments and activities
presented at the event are demos
the clubs typically do for outreach.
“Strawberry DNA we do for
outreach a lot with 8th graders, 3rd
graders and 5th graders,” Alemadi
said. “It’s an easy way for people
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to see DNA and learn more about
it.”
The clubs pick activities that
show students the magic of
science. Alemadi hoped the event
would get students excited about
it.
“A lot of students don’t go in this
building,” she said. “They think,
‘that’s a science building,’ but they
don’t often know what goes on in
here. So, being able to provide an
opportunity for students to interact
with one another in this building
with science majors and maybe
understand science isn’t so scary
and kind of cool.”

“It’s slightly
academic,
but fun at the
same time”

In addition, Alemadi said the
event was designed to foster a
better relationship with people all
over campus as well as making
students aware of what goes on in
the building.
“A lot of times students wouldn’t
be able to see the greenhouse or
the aquariums or the planetarium
or the wildlife rooms,” she said.
“So, being able to give them that
opportunity to tour those I think
is good.”
Each year, Alemadi notices
a decrease in the number of
attendees. She remembers four
to five hundred students lined
up outside of Langseth’s Atrium
waiting for the doors to open the
first year the event took place.
“I don’t know if it is due to the

time of year or spring break just
getting done,” she said. “But it has
still been pretty popular every year
because people love science.”
Although the attendance
couldn’t compare to five hundred,
this year’s event still managed
to entertain more than a hundred
students.
AfterDark graduate assistant Erin
Edinger assumes the attendance is
down due to the event being held
later in the academic year.
“As the year goes on, we kind
of expect there to be a drop in
numbers,” she said.
She said she typically notices
a decrease in attendance to
AfterDark events toward the end
of spring semester, so she was
impressed with having even a
hundred students attend Science
Night.
AfterDark is planning to
continue the tradition and host a
Science Night next year, although
they hope to position it at beginning
of the semester.
“It was a really easy partnership,
and we have done it for so long
that all it took was calling Shireen
[Alemadi] and saying, ‘Hey, do
you want to do it this month?’
and just as long as we let them
know far enough ahead of time
they always seem happy enough to
work with us,” Edinger said.
She said it’s one of the easier
events for AfterDark to plan due to
the cooperation and support from
the science department and clubs.
“All the science-based stuff she
[Alemadi] thought up and then we
basically just brought in the food
and the prizes,” Edinger said.
For more information about
upcoming AfterDark events, visit
mnstate.edu/afterdark/events.aspx.

SAMANTHA STARK • starksa@mnstate.edu
Sophmores Wyatt Pugh and Louisa Jastram extract DNA from strawberries at
AfterDark’s Science Night Wednesday.
“I saw that I could make my own Dippin’ Dots, and so that’s what hooked me,”
Jastram said.
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Romo’s cuisine
affordable, filling we deliver

BY CRYSTAL BRANDEN
brandencr@mnstate.edu

Romo’s Mexican Deli and
Catering
offers
authentic
Mexican that is reasonably
priced and filling enough for a
hungry appetite. If you enjoy
Mexican cuisine, you’ll enjoy
Romo’s.
Entering the establishment,
you are met with a neutral color
scheme livened up by a colorpopping orange wall. Seating
consists of black plastic chairs
and tables which look somewhat
cheap but are surprisingly
comfortable.
The atmosphere is casual
and relaxed and there are a few
pieces of artwork that customize
the small restaurant. The
Mexican-inspired surroundings
are accompanied by mariachi
music. In addition to the tunes,
there are two TVs, one on each
wall.
The restaurant’s space is
mostly taken up with seating,
but there is a small bar-like area
where you order you food and
watch as it is prepared. The
serving system is similar to that
of Subway. You wait in a line
and observe the many options
offered on a gigantic chalkboard
covering the wall. They offer
their own specialty burritos,
make-your-own burritos, tacos,

quesadillas, fajitas, enchiladas,
salads and freshly prepared
meals like Arroz con Camarones,
spicy shrimp over a bed of rice
with garnishes and vegetables
or Camarone A La Diabla, spicy
shrimp with beans and rice.
Romo’s also offers daily
deals and is truly a place of
customization. With many
sauces, original and spicy
versions of pork, beef, chicken
and vegetables, it’s hard to not
find something to your liking.
In addition to your order, you
get a basket of chips and a bowl
of salsa for the table; additional
sides for your meal like nachos,
guacamole or pico de gallo
are offered. Some orders also
include a side of rice and refried
beans.
Romo’s also caters with many
more options than just their
set menu has. They offer their
services to all sorts of events,
from weddings to holiday parties
to picnics. Their catering service
also is not exclusively Mexican
cuisine. Romo’s catering offers
sandwiches, casseroles, popular
appetizers, several main course
options and even breakfast
foods. In line with these, they
also offer the option of their
Romo’s Tacos Food Truck for
any type of gathering.
Romo’s has a comprehensive
menu of their options on

their Facebook page: Romo’s
Mexican Deli and Catering. The
restaurant sometimes updates
their Facebook page with deals
or advertisements for new
additions to the menu.
I tried a taco and a small
make-your-own burrito and
was pleased by the amount of
customizations offered to make
the burrito and taco unique. I
was also surprised by the sheer
amount of food you get for your
dollar.
The tortillas for the tacos,
quesadillas and burritos are
freshly warmed before they
are stuffed, with the option of
smothering it in a few different
warmed sauces.
Almost everything is prepared
and assembled in front of you by
a few very kind and efficientworking
employees.
The
restaurant gives off a familyfriendly vibe. Although Romo’s
does not offer delivery, they do
offer a take-out option.
If you enjoy Mexican food
that is not only affordable,
but also filling, Romo’s is a
great fit. Romo’s is located at
3402 13th Avenue South, 118
North Broadway – lower level,
and 1100 19th Avenue North.
They are open Monday through
Thursday from 11 a.m. until 9
p.m. and Friday through Sunday
from 11 a.m. until 10 p.m.

Place your order online at 99bottles.biz
or by calling 218.284.0099

Join our

Text Club
To be notified about our

Tasting
Events

Exclusive
& Discounts

Text 99bottles
to 46786

Check us out
924 Main Ave
Moorhead, MN
56560
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Dragon dreams dashed in Elite Eight
BY TOMI THOMPSON
thompsonto@mnstate.edu

The Dragon men’s basketball
team finished their historic season
Wednesday night with a 92-75
loss to the Bellarmine Knights in
the NCAA Division II quarterfinal
playoff game. The game marked
the first time the men’s basketball
team has made it to the Elite Eight
in school history.
The men ended their season 35-4,
setting a new school record for most
wins in a season.
MSUM was unable to match
Bellarmine’s outstanding 60.7
shooting percentage and the
Knights’ aggressive play. The men
trailed by only six at halftime, but
Bellarmine’s 12-0 run shortly into
the second half was too much for
MSUM to overcome.
For senior guard Jordan Riewer,
senior forward Urbane Bingham
and senior guard Prescott Williams,
the game marked the end of their
career as Dragons. Riewer scored
11 points and had a game-high six
assists, Bingham put up 12 points
and five rebounds and Williams
chipped in seven points. Riewer
finished the season as the school’s
all time leader in assists and threepointers.
Head coach Chad Walthall,
sophomore guard Aaron Lien,
senior guard Jordan Riewer
and junior guard Tyler Vaughan
addressed the media in a press
conference following the game.
Walthall said he was impressed
by
Bellarmine’s
outstanding
performance.
“We ran into a little bit of a
buzz saw tonight,” Walthall said.
“I thought Bellarmine was just
outstanding.
“I thought defensively maybe
we had too many breakdowns. You
can’t afford to have breakdowns
against a team like that with that
much offensive firepower.”
Lien said the Knight’s play was
unstoppable.
“It’s tough, especially when it’s
a home crowd-feel for them being
so close, when they get momentum,
you’re not going to be able to stop
it,” Lien said. “We just weren’t
getting stops, and that was the
biggest thing.”
Riewer spoke simply about

the Knights’ success. “They’re a
great team; they played excellent
tonight.”
Though the season ended in a
tough loss, the team was humble
about their successful season and
the time they spent making history
together.
“I’m proud of our guys. They
were great all year,” Walthall said.
“We’ve done some things this year
that will go down in history in our
school for a while. I’m proud of
them.”
Lien said the team has a special
bond that largely contributed to their
success.
“I would say its been a special
year for us. I think that the team
chemistry and the bond that we have
has never really broken throughout
the year, and that’s really what has
carried us to have such a successful
year,” he said. “There’s going to be
ups and downs to every season, but I
think that just the core and the group
of guys that we have on this team
has made it such an unbelievable
ride for us.”
Riewer emotionally expressed
thanks for his teammates.
“I’ve
got
unbelievable
teammates,” Riewer said, “I love
these guys; its been a fun year.”
Lien added the support the
Dragons had this season boosted the
team’s play.
“Just to see all the fans and all
the community support that we had
that’s built up throughout the year
has been truly incredible.”
Riewer said the Dragon fan base
has transformed over his five years
at MSUM.
“Five years ago, when I first
got to Moorhead, there was 100
people in the crowd, and just to
see everybody come out from the
Fargo-Moorhead and support us
over the last couple years has just
been unbelievable, and to be a part
of it, it’s hard to explain,” he said.
“I wouldn’t change anything for the
world.”
Vaughan didn’t think anyone
predicted MSUM would have a
season like they did.
“If you would have told us at the
start of the year that we would have
won a share of the conference and
won the region and got to the Elite
Eight, I think every single person
in our team and in Moorhead

TOMI THOMPSON • thompsonto@mnstate.edu
Freshman guard Tanner Kretchman drives against the Bellarmine defense in the Dragon’s Elite Eight matchup.

would have been saying that was
an unbelievable feat. Moorhead
doesn’t have the greatest basketball
history, so this has just been
unbelievable.”
Vaughan said the leadership from
Riewer will be missed next season.
“My freshman year I came here,
and Jordan just brought me in and
led the way the whole time for me.
He’s just been leading by example,
and he’s gotten all of us better just
by the way he’s been working hard.
Next year without him is going to
be crazy different, and I’m honored
to be able to play with him.”
Walthall said this team is a special
group of guys that put MSUM
basketball on the national map.
“Talent will get you a lot of wins,
but the wins that we’ve had, you’ve
got to really have a group that’s
special,” he said. “This group is as
special as I’ve ever been around.
“Now the key is let’s put
Moorhead on the map every year.
I’m not saying we’re going to be
here every year, I understand how
tough it is to get here, but we’re
going to try to be in the hunt.”
The 2014-15 season will be a
historical benchmark for Dragons
basketball for many years to come.
“What a ride,” Walthall said, “so
proud to be their coach.”

Sports Briefs
Track and Field wins five events
at Washington Invitational
The Dragon track and field sent
a small team to St. Louis, but still
yielded big results.
Mady Vaudrin and Caroline
Jansen posted wins for the women
in the 100-meter dash and triple
jump, respectively.
The men also had a strong
showing led by redshirt freshman
Brian Huber, who took first place
in the long jump, second in the
200-meter dash and third in the
high jump.
Senior Ryan Olson won the
400-meter dash and placed second
in the 200-meter dash, while fellow
senior Spencer Ruebke blew away
the competition in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase with a time almost
nine seconds better than his nearest
competitor.

Women’s tennis earns NSIC
tournament spot with wins over
Crookston and Bemidji State
MSUM tennis went undefeated
in singles matches en route to
clinching their NSIC tournament
spot.
The team was firing on all
cylinders right off the bat against
Minnesota Crookston, losing only
two games in doubles play and
dropping four games in singles.
Bemidji State proved to be a
tougher match in doubles as the
number one and two teams for
the Dragons lost their matches.
However, the singles rolled to
another six wins in relatively easy
fashion, not even giving up a set to
the Beavers.
MSUM hosts Winona State at
Courts Plus in Fargo on April 11 in
their next match.

Softball’s
winning
streak
snapped as NSIC play opens
Two losses to Sioux Falls
dropped MSUM to a record of 10-6
overall and 0-2 in the NSIC.
The Cougar’s offense proved
too much for the Dragons, putting
up a combined 25 runs in the two
games.
Junior pitcher Morgan Nybo
gave up four homeruns in the first
game, allowing 13 earned runs, but
the Dragon defense didn’t hold up
behind her with four errors in the
game.
Junior Kristen Nordby took the
mound for MSUM in the second
game, but didn’t fair much better
allowing eight earned runs in three
innings of work.
The Dragons will face off against
Minnesota Duluth today in their
first two home games of the year.

Be awesome.

Donate plasma. Change lives.

Meet Dena.
She wakes up.
She makes it to class.
She donates plasma at Talecris
Plasma Resources.
She changes lives.

She’s awesome.
Find out how becoming a plasma donor can
make a difference for patients and help you
earn extra money.

New donors earn up to $250 on
your first 5 donations ($50 each).*

Talecris Plasma Resources
800 Holiday Drive, Suite 140
Moorhead, MN 56560

218-287-2700

located just off I-94 and 8th street behind Starbucks
Visit mdmnplasma.com
to learn more.
In addition to meeting the donation criteria, you must provide a valid photo I.D.,
proof of your current address and your Social Security or immigration card to donate.
Must be 18 years of age or older to donate. (19 years of age or older in AL)

*We accept all competitor’s
new donor coupons/offers.
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News

New Rivers Press hosts contest celebrating

National Poetry Month
BY KRISTIN MILLER
millerkr@mnstate.edu

Three students are using one
of their classes to launch a
poetry contest on campus, as
well as generate more student
awareness for New Rivers Press,
MSUM’s on-campus publishing
house.
The project, an extension of
this semester’s Social Media
Campaigns class, invites MSUM
students to submit original
poetry and an accompanying
image using Instagram.
Group member and public
relations senior Kelly Mead said
the contest is meant to give
students the chance to “showcase
their creativity through art and
words.” The contest is also
timed to coincide with National
Poetry Month.
“Not only are they submitting
the poem, but the picture that
shows what the poem is about,”
Mead said. She added that
the structure of the contest is
reflective of New Rivers Press’s
goals as a teaching press: to
engage students in all creative
aspects of producing books.
The contest will evaluate
student work on a number of
merits including style, word
choice and distinct poetic voice.
Group members said any style of
poetry will be accepted.
Additionally, contest judges
will consider the accompanying
visual and how it complements
each submission. Poems can
be incorporated into the image
itself, or added in the caption
section below the photo.
The contest is just one
component of the work the group
has been doing for New Rivers
Press. For the course, groups
were tasked with selecting a
client and putting their learned
skills to work by utilizing
various social media platforms.

Part of that process was simply
making the campus community
aware that MSUM was, indeed,
home to its own teaching press.
“A lot of people don’t even
know New Rivers Press exists,”
Kjersti Maday, public relations
senior, said.
Mead and Maday, along
with Alayna Holkesvig, music
industry senior, teamed up to try
and change that. In collaboration
with Suzzanne Kelley, managing
editor of New Rivers Press, the
group has worked throughout the
semester to establish a stronger
presence for the press on
multiple social media platforms.
For Maday and Mead, who
were already working as interns
for the press, choosing a client
was easy.
“We thought, why not combine
our two interests?” Maday said.
All three agreed the class has
taught them a lot about the types
of challenges they’ll face going
forward in their careers after
graduation.
“Everyone should know a
little about social media, how
to represent yourself,” said
Holkesvig, adding, regardless of
major, skills learned during the
course will translate into any
field.
The contest kicks off in April
and runs for two weeks. Prizes
for winners include $50 for first
place, along with New Rivers
Press tote bags and books from
the press for the top three
selections. The deadline for
entries is April 14, with winners
announced later in the month.
Only one submission per
student will be accepted. Work
can be submitted by adding
#MSUMPoetry in the photo’s
caption. Interested participants
can also check out the New
Rivers Press Instagram feed
(@NewRiversPress) for more
information.

We’re
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STUDENT WITH AN
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AND GENERAL BUSINESS
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Apply by

submitting an application, resume and cover letter to

Advocate office CMU room 110
or advocate@mnstate.edu
Applications are available outside the office
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